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The Common Raven is by far the largest member of the Corvid 
family (e.g., crows, magpies, jays). At about 2 feet long, bill to 
tail tip, with a wingspan greater than 4 feet, adults are solid, 
glossy black, with wedge-shaped tails; throats with elongated 
throat feathers giving them a rather craggy look; and massive 
bills.  Not only do males and females look alike, but their 
plumage doesn’t change during breeding season.  In our area, 
one of the major Corvid challenges is to differentiate a 
Common Raven from its smaller cousin, the American Crow.  
Ravens tend to soar on thermal currents and glide more often 
than crows do, who instead flap their wings nearly continually 
in flight.  Because they can extend their long throat feathers to 
provide a ruffled look, ravens often look less smooth and a bit 
more disheveled than crows do.  You’ll most often find a raven 
alone or in a pair while American Crows, especially in the 
winter, tend to move around in large, social flocks.   Voice 
offers one of the best ways to distinguish these 2 species.  
Most folks are familiar with the American Crow’s typical “caw 
caw” call.  Common Ravens can produce a vast array of 
sounds. But if you’re looking at a small group of large black 
birds uttering deep, resonant, croaking rock, rock, rock calls as 
they pass by high in the sky—you’re looking at ravens. 
  
The scientific name for Common Ravens—Corvus corax—
basically means “raven raven,” since “corvus” means “raven” 
in Latin and “corax,” “raven” in Greek.  The word “raven” 
comes from the Anglo-Saxon “hraefn,” purported to be an 
onomatopoetic representation of its call.  (My Anglo-Saxon 
pronunciation skills are more than a tad rusty, so it’s rather 
challenging to think how “hraefn” might sound like a raven’s 
call.  Poetic—or maybe onomatopoetic—license, perhaps.)  
And the “common” in the Common Raven’s name reflects the 
fact that they are the most common raven species within their 
range. 
 

The mountains and forests provide the Common Raven’s 
primary habitats.  A renown scavenger, a raven will eat almost 
anything that it can catch, kill, or unearth, including animal 
carcasses, rodents, nestlings, insects, seeds and grain, and 
whatever they might find in dumps or trash bins or steal from 
any other creature.   
 
Ravens may mate for life, although long-term banding studies 
have yet to solidly confirm this practice.  Non-migratory, 
ravens exhibit strong fidelity to successful nesting sites and 
defend the same territory for a number of years.  Common 
Ravens do not breed until they reach 3 or 4 years of age.  
Nesting begins in early spring; in Colorado, ravens often nest 
on cliffs with a southern exposure, perhaps to extract extra 
warmth from a weak early spring sun.  Clutches typically 
consist of 4-5 eggs, hatching after approximately 20 days.  The 
youngsters leave the nest anywhere between 4 and 7 weeks of 
age, remaining with their parents for nearly 6 months before 
dispersing in the fall.  At that time, juveniles often begin to join 
other juveniles and non-breeding adults at communal roosts 
at night. 
 
Research with Common Ravens has documented their 
surprising intelligence when solving problems.  One notable 
study presented ravens with food dangling from a sturdy 
branch on the end of a long string.  The ravens quickly figured 
out that if they hopped on the branch, they could use their 
feet to repeatedly anchor the string under a foot and bring the 
food up to them—right off the bat with no mistakes!  No 
wonder this species has long been a part of the folklore of 
many cultures—sometimes, as a creating force; sometimes, as 
a wily trickster?  An avian species to be disregarded?  
Nevermore!  
 
You can learn more about this grand species and hear a 
sample of its voice here.   

Soft and Warm from the Outback  
by Julia Michel 
As a fiber artist, Jill Gully’s main interest is promoting the art 
of felt-making.  By the look and feel of her creations, and her 
insistence on using very fine raw fibers, she is well on her way. 
 
Historically, the making of felt preceded weaving as a way to 
create cloth, requiring only animal hair, moisture and agitation 
to bind the fibers together.  The ancient nomadic Mongols 
covered their yurts, (portable tent-like homes) with felt, as an 
example of how strong felt can be.  This is still evident today in 
the clothing and yurts of remaining tribal peoples of Mongolia, 
as well as the Eastern Europeans and Scandinavians.  The 
structure of animal hair has scales that raise outward from the 
hair shaft when they get wet and then interlock together 
when agitated and rubbed or beaten.  Roving is created by 
cleaning and combing the raw fiber to form soft even strands 
of fleece that may be spun into yarn or felted.  A dry needle 
felting process can also be achieved by overlapping the roving 
and stabbing the layers repeatedly with barbed needles to 
snag and attach the hairs together. 
  
In the 1970s there was a resurgence of interest in felt both as 
an art form as well as a practical material for clothing or cloth 
making.  Jill’s first exposure to this re-emergence was during 
the 1980’s in Tasmania, Australia at a felt-making workshop 
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given by an English woman who made boots.  After that Jill 
made more felted pieces – experimenting with silks and 
combining fibers – joined a weaver’s guild, and began teaching 
classes of her own.  When she moved to the United States in 
1989, she soon realized that she couldn’t get the same high 
quality of Merino wool that was readily available in Australia.  
When working with something as tactile as fiber, this was a 
very crucial drawback and it quickly became apparent that she 
would have to import her own wool in order to continue to 
make the fine, soft, felted work she was used to.   
 
As it turns out, to refer back to history once more, prior to the 
18th century all of the Merino sheep were owned by Spain and 
to export them was punishable by death.  Through a round-
about route, when Australia was first being settled, the new 
country managed to get a small number of flocks of Merino 
sheep as a gift from the King of Spain.  This gift would have a 
huge impact on the future of the wool industry in the country.  
Today, Australia produces 85% of the world’s finest wool!  And 
Jill Gully is also bringing her portion of this gift to the United 
States.  For all the Americans (like myself) who think they can’t 
wear wool because it itches, it might be because we’ve never 
been exposed to very fine wool! 
   
The feel of the fine Merino wool roving that Jill works with is 
so incredibly soft and silky, it is difficult not to want to touch it 
more.  One of the two-dimensional wall pieces Jill made 
resembles the vertical lines of a waterfall with the soft fibers 
flowing down.  Another new creative wet-felting process that 
Jill works in combines the intense array of colors of fine 
Merino wool on top of vivid Habutai silk to create a hybrid 
effect called nuno-felting.  The harmony of the brilliant colors 
and soft textures is again beautiful to look at and incredibly 
soft to the touch.  One of the most appealing aspects to felt-
making is the immediacy to the process that allows for much 
more spontaneity as compared to weaving, knitting, 
crocheting, quilting or other more structured fiber arts.  For 
anyone interested in a fresh new approach to an ancient craft 
or combining different forms of fiber arts, do explore the 
various processes of felt-making. 
  
For more inspiration and information on some of Jill’s work 
and beautiful fiber products and offerings on-line, visit 
www.outbackfibers.com.  We’ll also keep you posted on Jill’s 
upcoming local workshops and fiber events. 
 

For more, visit us on the web at – 
www.OnTheWildSide812.wordpress.com 
To include your event in our calendar and for all other comments 
and correspondence, contact us at  
InTheValley812@yahoo.com 

Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat, 
Please to put a penny in the old man’s hat. 
If you haven’t got a penny a ha’penny will do,  
If you haven’t got a ha’penny, God bless you. 

Community Calendar 
At the Coaldale Community Building 

Mondays:  8:45 -10:15 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For 
more information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. 
 
In Cotopaxi at the Cotopaxi Store 

Thursdays:  6:00 - 8:00 pm Music jam, free and all are welcome.  
Come play or listen in! 
 
At the Pleasant Valley Health Center  

Open Fridays or for more information see www.pvhcpaxi.org 
 
In Howard at the Mountain Valley Church 

Mondays and Thursdays:  10:00 - 11:00 am Strong Bones, mild 
exercise class for men and women of all ages to strengthen bones 
and improve balance, Contact Linda at 942-3054 for more 
information. 
 
In Howard at the Fire Department  
 
December 3:  4:00 – 6:00 pm Santa Claus is coming!  Come by for 
a visit, free cookies and other treats and tell Santa all about it! 
 
In Salida  
 
Mondays:  4:00 – 5:15 pm and Fridays 10:00 – 11:15 am, 
(ongoing):  Kid classes in pottery at the Maverick Potter.  Contact 
Mark Rittmann at 719-684-6418 to get your kids MUDDY! 
 
December 5:  5:30 – 7:30 pm Wheel Throwing Pottery Class at 
the Maverick Potter.  This is an 8-week class teaching all aspects 
of wheel throwing, firing, and glazing with Mark Rittman.  Call 
719-684-6418 for more information. 
______________________________________________________ 
Amrit Yoga Classes with Chanda Klco at Salida Yoga Center  
Drop in for $13, or buy a punch pass: 5 punch = $55; 10 punch = 
$100 
 
Tuesdays:  November 29 - December 27, 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Venture into Bliss: Amrit Yoga Practice 
 
Thursdays:  December 1 – 29, 5:30 - 6:30 pm Amrit Method Yoga 
Nidra 
 
Fridays:  December 2 – 30, 8:30 – 10:00 am Venture into Bliss: 
Amrit Yoga Practice 
 
Also with Chanda - Free Thai Yoga Therapy sessions.  Please call 
406-531-3729 or email chanda.klco@gmail.com to schedule a 
session. 
______________________________________________________ 
December 10:  Arts for Health Fair – Inner Wisdom Coaching, 228 
E Street, Salida , CO 81201.  Free.  Contact Tamara Herl at 719-
221-0548 or www.becomeyourownguru.com 
 
December 21:  7:00 pm Solstice Celebration.  Join us for a simple 
ceremony designed to strengthen the Light within our hearts and 
minds as we participate in a Spiral Walk.  Contact Tamara Herl at 
719-221-0548 or www.becomeyourownguru.com    
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