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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
Among the last species of breeding birds to arrive from their winter 
grounds in South America, Common Nighthawks zip and zoom through 
our dusk and dawn skies starting in late May and early June.  They 
settle primarily in open pinyon/juniper and ponderosa pine woodlands, 
scrub oak, sagebrush, and shortgrass prairies, although they can be 
found as high as timberline.  A very interesting-looking brown bird, 
should you ever see it up close, a nighthawk has a big head with large 
eyes set on each side; its small bill opens to reveal a huge mouth; and it 
has short legs and weak feet.  The precise coloring of nighthawks varies 
with the predominant color of the region’s soil.  For example, they 
appear grayer or buffier in our area; in the southwest, they look more 
reddish brown.  This cryptic coloring provides amazing camouflage to 
protect against predators—or even harmless viewing by a human.  If 
you don’t see a nighthawk fly in and land, I dare you to spot one 
roosting lengthwise on a limb or resting on the bare ground.  Males 
and females look very similar, although in flight, you might notice that 
the male has a white tail band (which females typically don’t have) and 
a more distinct white streak at the throat (which is a buffier color in 
females).   Again, though, good luck spotting those differences as the 
birds flutter and soar hundreds of feet above you in the darkening 
evening sky. 
 
Indeed, a nighthawk’s bounding, erratic flight and long, pointed wings 
make it nearly unmistakable in flight.   Since it feeds primarily while in 
flight, it spends a lot of time in the air as evening falls or dawn begins 
to break the darkness.  Although its huge gaping mouth enables it to 
gobble down large moths mid-flight, it also scoops up just about any 
insect flying at twilight—even winged stages of ants, small flies, and 
mosquitoes.  (Hurrah for nighthawks!)   
 
Even if you can’t see them, you can often hear a Common Nighthawk’s 
buzzy “peeent” call in flight.  A male Common Nighthawk makes 
himself known in a second way.  From a moderate height, he dives 
straight toward the ground.  As he pulls up from the dive, air rushing 
through his flight feathers creates a booming “roar” that sounds very 
non-bird-like.  If you’ve been outside on a summer evening as the sun 
sets, you most likely have heard—and wondered about!—this unusual 
noise.  The first time my husband and I camped on our property in 
Coaldale, we thought we were hearing a mountain lion.  (Yes, we were 
real city folks…)  A couple of weeks later, while I was playing a tape of 
night sounds in my car, imagine my surprise when this booming roar 
issued from my car speakers!  Mystery solved (and campers relaxed).  

This dive is part courtship, part territorial defense, part who knows 
what else.   
 
Once the birds arrive on their breeding grounds, they waste little time 
getting started with nesting.  The “nest” is a nest in function only—a 
clutch of (typically) 2 eggs rest on the bare ground, almost perfectly 
blending in with the soil and rocks in the area (as does the incubating 
female).  The eggs hatch after 3 weeks; the young sit quietly near the 
nest, blending in like chameleons, and are fed by regurgitation by both 
parents.  First flight for the youngsters comes around 21 days after 
hatching, and the kids can feed themselves independently as early as 
25 days after hatching. 
 
The Common Nighthawk’s scientific name is Chordeiles minor.  The 
genus name refers to the nighthawk’s twilight call:  khorde (from 
Greek) refers to a chord or note of a lyre; and deile, evening.  Assigned 
when very few species had been documented, the species name, 
minor, reflected the fact that this species was smaller than the only 
other known member of this family at the time, the European nightjar.   
(Today, a smaller member of the Chordeiles genus can be found in the 
U.S.—the Lesser Nighthawk.  So much for “minor.”)   The “common” 
part of the popular name derives from the fact that it is, indeed, the 
most common nighthawk in the U.S.; “night,” from its hunting as night 
falls.  “Hawk,” though, is a misnomer, since it is not a hawk at all—but 
that term may also derive from Anglo-Saxon hafoc, which was the 
name for this bird in that language.   
 
Greek folklore held that birds in this avian family would come to small 
groups of goats in the evening and suck milk from them.  We now 
know that these birds flew near the ground to feed on insects stirred 
up by the goats.  This behavior occurs more often among the smaller 
but similar-looking nightjars (e.g., Common Poorwill, Chuck-will’s-
widow), which chase insects by fluttering up from the ground, than 
among nighthawks, which feed on the wing.  Nevertheless, nighthawks 
and nightjars are sometimes collectively referred to as “goatsuckers.”  
In fact, the scientific name for this family group is Caprigmulgidae, 
meaning “goat milker.”  Really.  You can’t make this stuff up…   
 
You can read more about Common Nighthawks and hear a clip of its 
calls and the “roar” here.  
____________________________________________________ 
 

Vino In the Valley by Deborah Gaj 
It is heartening to hear the rallying cry “buy local” uttered so frequently 
in this little slice of the country. Our idea of local may be defined 
somewhat out of geographic necessity.  The river valley and canyon 
walls lead us to nearby towns for shopping and working. In these small 
communities the places where we choose to earn and spend our 
dollars can very personally affect the lives of our neighbors and fellow 
citizens. 
 
In attempting to interview local businesses and neighbors who truly 
define community, I recently visited with Steve Flynn. Artist and 
artisan, amateur philosopher, talented cook, winemaker, and owner of 
Vino Salida, he is a deep believer in the “buy local” and “Colorado First” 
mottos.  Begun in 2009, the business makes an effort to purchase 75% 
of its grapes from Colorado, mainly the western slope area. In a year 
when the local grape harvest was down, Steve creatively boosted local 
ingredient usage by introducing honey mead to the product line. The 
honey, made with local alfalfa clover, is provided by Chaffee County’s 
own “Beeyond the Hive.” 
 
Steve explained that Colorado law fortunately protects small wine 
producers and grape growers by limiting yearly production to 100,000 
gallons of wine. This regulation effectively keeps big industrial wine 
producers from monopolizing the market. Large commercial wine 
producers would probably import most of their grapes from other 

http://onthewildside812.wordpress.com/birds/common-nighthawk/common-nighthawk-photos-and-links/�


states such as California, thus hurting the local economy.  Steve enjoys 
the camaraderie of the other small local wineries in our valley and 
throughout the state, and he annually attends the “Drink Local 
Conference” held in Denver. 
 
Winemaking can be approached from two different angles. The 
scientific approach is concerned about testing grapes for acidity, 
measuring proper amounts of ingredients, checking clarity, and 
ultimately producing a consistent result.  The artsy craft approach, 
which Steve espouses, must have the scientific knowledge to 
understand wine production but adds a touch of creativity, much like a 
master chef would do. The results may be surprising, yet the end 
product is a quick-to-market, unique, and enjoyable wine. Highlighting 
the local and artsy feel of the wines, Vino Salida labels are designed to 
emphasize activities such as biking and boating that draw people to the 
valley. 
 
Believing in walking the walk, Vino Salida is an active participant in 
community events.  The company has supported Colorado Land Trust, 
Southwest Conservation Corps, Friendship Bridge, and Trout Unlimited.  
Their booth is set up at the Salida Farmers Market. They have donated 
gift certificates to fund raisers for the Coaldale Community Building 
Association as well as the Howard Chili Cook-Off.  Steve hopes to 
expand future participation in events by offering wine-and-food-pairing 
demonstrations. 
 
Philosopher Steve opines that people are hungry for community. Our 
hectic and automation-driven lifestyles cause many to lose a sense of 
belonging.  Some people choose to fill that gap with artificial 
communities such as Facebook.  Others locate to regions like ours to 
reconnect and feel a part of something again.  One “something” that 
blossomed into a community tradition is the grape stomp. Steve began 
the “Grape Foot Stomp” as a way to get grapes crushed without a 
press. But the event, now in its ninth year, turned into a yearly 
celebration of creativity, community, and harvest.  
 
No interview at a winery would be complete without a wine tasting, 
and I was eager to try the fruits of his labor.  I sampled syrah, merlot, 
cabernet sauvignon, and the amazing honey mead. Needless to say, 
solely in an effort to do my civic duty and support the local economy, I 
purchased several bottles.  I am sipping the cabernet as I write. 
 
If you would like to meet Steve and experience his vision of a 
community-based winery, you can visit Vino Salida at 8100 W Hwy 50, 
Salida CO.  Winery hours are Tuesday through Saturday, from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  The phone number is 539-2674 and you can find directions at 
http://www.vinosalida.com/.    Enjoy! 
_______________________________________________________ 

Notices from the County Commissioner 
The Fremont Interagency Oversight Group (FIOG) proudly announces 
the creation and availability of a children, youth and family resource 
website for the residents of Fremont County.   The website offers a 
comprehensive list of agencies and programs offering services to 
children, youth and families ranging from medical, dental, food, 
counseling to recreational programs. The FIOG invites the public to a 
demonstration of the Fremont County Family Resource website on 
June 8th at 10:00 am at the Canon City Schools’ Board Room at 104 14th 
St, Canon City.  www.fremontfamilyresources.org.  For more 
information contact James Berg, FIOG coordinator at 269-2047.   
 
The Fremont County Planning Commission will consider an application 
for Special Review Use Permit for a wireless communications tower 
that would be built on Cotopaxi School property.   Mercury Towers LLC 
has made application for the wireless tower that would be erected on a 
130 foot monopole on the mountainside behind the Cotopaxi School.  
The Planning Commission meets at 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 5th, in 

Room LL-3 on the lower level of the Fremont County Administration 
Building, Canon City.  Contact Bill Giordano, 719-276-7360. 
 
For the latest press releases from Fremont County – please visit:  
http://www.fremontco.com/newsnow/index.php?http://www.frem
ontco.com/newsnow/index.shtml 
__________________________________________________________ 

Community Happenings 
At the Coaldale Community Building 

Mondays:  8:45 – 10:15 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For more 
information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. 

Every Wednesday, 5 – 7 pm:  GARDENERS’ MARKET with baby greens, 
plant starts, early produce, fresh baked bread, surprises, and a healthy 
meal all brought to you by your neighbors.  Come support your local 
growers and bakers!  Smiles are free, join us. 
 
In Cotopaxi at the Pleasant Valley Health Center  
Open Fridays or for more information see www.pvhcpaxi.org 
 
In Howard at Howard Hall and Old Town Farm  
 
Saturday, June 16:  10:00 – 12 noon Drip irrigation extravaganza 
Class starts at 10 AM sharp at Howard Hall.  Cost is $15 per class, 
scholarships are available.  Email oldtownfarmhoward@gmail.com or 
call Jonathan at 719-530-1249 for more information on classes and 
the Old Town Farm Market happening soon!  See you there! 
 
In Salida – Yoga Classes with Chanda Klco chanda.klco@gmail.com  
Ongoing Classes at YogaTonic or at Salida Pilates Studio 
   
Monday, 10:30am – 11:45am Amrit Method Basics (YogaTonic) 
5:30pm – 6:45pm Amrit Method All Levels Practice (YogaTonic) 
Tuesday, 4:30pm – 5:30pm Yoga Nidra (YogaTonic)  
Friday, 10:00 – 11:00am Amrit Method All Levels (Salida Pilates Studio) 
  
Also In Salida – The Gathering Place at 228 E Street 
Contact Tamara Herl, 221-0548 or coach@tamaraherl.com 
  
Friday, June 22 - Sunday, June 24:  In Honor of Human Potential Art 
Exhibit.  A combination of evocative images and questions to transform 
the viewer’s perception. 
 
Friday, June 22, 6 pm:  In Honor of Human Potential: Contour Drawing 
Lecture & Demonstration.  A participatory lecture and demonstration 
about a woman who used contour drawing to discover hidden drawing 
ability, heal lifelong depression, and display art in the Smithsonian. 
Attendees can also try their hand at contour drawing. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
This newsletter is made possible by the Coaldale Community Building 
Association.  If you like what you read you can help by making a 
donation to the CCBA, PO Box 15, Coaldale, CO  81222. 
 
www.OnTheWildSide812.wordpress.com 
To include your event in our calendar and for all other comments and 
correspondence, contact us at InTheValley812@yahoo.com 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good 
deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship, 
and he who plants kindness gathers love. - Saint Basil  
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