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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
If you know any wren, odds are it’s the House Wren—small, 
chunky, brown with light wing and tail barring, and an up-cocked 
tail.  In contrast, a Bewick’s (pronounced “buick’s,” as in the car) 
Wren appears as a trim, slightly larger (~5” long) bird with a 
narrow, relatively straight bill and a long thin, lively tail.  A Bewick’s 
Wren cocks its long tail up over its back, often swiping that tail 
from side to side or fanning it as the bird skulks through tangles of 
branches and leaves in search of insects.  With males and females 
looking similar, the uniform plainness of its plumage makes its 
long, narrow, white eyebrow a conspicuous feature. 
 
Although relatively common in the West, Bewick’s Wrens have 
now practically vanished east of the Mississippi River.  Throughout 
their range, Bewick’s Wrens occupy a wide variety of habitats with 
dense brush and a few open areas.  In Colorado, these wrens 
exhibit a strong preference for pinyon-juniper woodlands, 
although they also favor scrub, open woodlands near rivers and 
streams, and brushy borders around agricultural land. They are 
even at home in gardens, residential areas, and parks in cities and 
suburbs.  For the most part, they reside permanently in their 
breeding territories, but some individuals leave extreme northern 
portions of their range for the winter. 
 
Bewick’s Wrens eat all sorts of arthropod larvae and adults, 
including beetles, bees and wasps, caterpillars (as well as some 
butterflies and moths), grasshoppers and crickets, flies, spiders, 
and occasionally some vegetable matter (e.g., fruit pulp, seeds), 
especially in the winter when insects are hard to come by. Nimble, 
acrobatic, and high-strung (seeming perpetually irritated), a 
Bewick’s Wren moves in short hops and quick jerks, never still for 
long.  It clings to trunks, often hanging upside-down as a nuthatch 
does.  They seldom feed more than 10 feet off the ground and may 
even forage on the ground in areas of sparse vegetation. 
 
Bewick’s Wrens nest in natural or secondary cavities (i.e., old 
woodpecker holes) in trees, rock crevices, buildings, or even 
occasionally nest boxes. They will use nearly any sort of hole or 
cranny close to the ground.  Both sexes help build a cup-shaped 
nest in the cavity using sticks, rootlets, moss, leaves, and spider 
eggs and lining it with fine hair, feathers, and grasses.  In Colorado, 

the breeding season stretches from late March to late June or 
early July. Clutch size ranges from 3 to 8, with an average of 5 or 6 
eggs.  Incubation, conducted solely by the female, lasts 14–16 days 
and young fledge 14–17 days later.  After fledging, the young 
remain together, fed by the parents, for about 2 weeks.  Unlike 
most male songbirds, who learn their songs from their fathers, a 
young male Bewick’s Wren learns to sing from neighboring adult 
males while he is coming of age in his parents’ territory. As a 
result, he develops different songs than his father’s.  This 
melodious signature, acquired between the ages of about 30 and 
60 days, will then be his for life. 
 
Thryomanes bewickii—the Bewick’s Wren’s scientific name—
begins with a reference to the bird’s nest. Thryomanes means 
“reed cup” (from Greek thruon—a reed or rush—and manes—a 
cup).  In reality, though, the cup-shaped nest is made in any 
available cavity using any available material, since this bird is not 
necessarily associated with reeds.  The species name (bewickii and  
“Bewick’s”) honors Thomas Bewick, an English wood engraver 
who made illustration plates for several natural history volumes in 
the late 1700s.  “Wren” arises from the Anglo-Saxon word 
wraenna, that language’s term for this group of birds. 
 
In Colorado, Bewick’s Wren populations have increased in 
Colorado even though populations have decreased elsewhere in 
their range. Because they often use pinyon-juniper habitats in the 
Intermountain West, these wrens face little threat from habitat 
destruction, since pinyon-juniper woodlands have expanded 
significantly since settlement.  In addition, these woodlands have 
little value as lumber and are rarely subject to clearing.  Most 
theories for  the declines of Bewick’s Wrens elsewhere include 
competition with European Starlings, House Sparrows, Song 
Sparrows, Carolina Wrens, or—most likely one of the main 
culprits—nest-destroying House Wrens, whose range expansion 
has paralleled the quiet exit of Bewick's Wren in the East.  
 
A mere featherweight and totally incapable of inflicting 
meaningful physical harm, the feisty Bewick’s Wren nonetheless 
belts out his song forcefully from an exposed position, scolding 
intruders on its premises as if it were a pugnacious security guard. 
If you find yourself sharing or even just passing through a Bewick’s 
Wren’s territory, he will lose very little time letting you know. 

Volunteers Needed for Wildfire Recovery by 
Kate Spinelli 
Wildfire changed our landscape, and our community last year. The 
Hayden Pass fire ignited on July 8, 2016 with a rainless lightning 
strike in the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness above Coaldale, burning 
nearly 17,000 acres. The Beulah Hill fire near the town of Beulah 
burned more than 5,000 acres in early October. The Junkins Fire 
erupted just two weeks later when hurricane-force winds blew an 
outbuilding into a power pole in the Wet Mountains east of 
Westcliffe, impacting more than 18,000 acres.  
 
As rains wash over burned soils, the fire’s legacy will continue to 
sculpt the land for years to come. Fire is an essential process on 
our landscape, cleansing and regenerating the forests, creating 
new habitat and forage, and recycling nutrients into the soil.  
While the natural process of regeneration unfolds, our neighbors 
are struggling with the fire’s aftermath. People living in, and 



downstream of, the burns face risks to their safety and the threat 
of property damage from post-fire flooding. Hillsides stripped by 
fire of trees and other vegetation can no longer absorb or catch 
rainfall. Burned, unstable soils slough easily with even modest 
amounts of precipitation. Burned trees fall and can be swept 
downhill with water, soil, ash, and other materials in flows that 
pose a serious threat downstream. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help alleviate negative impacts on 
safety, homes, roads, and water supplies. In the coming weeks, 
you are invited to join professional wildfire recovery crews and 
your neighbors to work on wildfire recovery and restoration 
projects in our community. Projects are designed to reduce 
threats to life, structures and water supplies. Your efforts will help 
stabilize soil, reduce erosion and sedimentation, increase 
vegetation, and protect wildlife habitat.  
 

 
 
Opportunities will be available to volunteer in all three burn scars. 
The work will include flood mitigation efforts such as cleaning 
debris from creek beds and culverts, spreading seed, and installing 
erosion control structures. Due to conditions in the area, 
volunteers must be able to perform physical work in a rugged, 
outdoor, post-fire environment. Protective clothing and shoes will 
be required. Volunteers should be 16 or older. Workdays will be 
scheduled during the week and on weekends. 
 
Projects are being planned now in partnership with the Coalition 
for the Upper South Platte/ Arkansas River Watershed 
Collaborative, San Isabel Land Protection Trust, and the Custer 
County Office of Emergency Management. To help with these 
projects, please contact Kate at San Isabel at kate@sanisabel.org 
or 719-250-7955.  

The true test of a civilization is, not the census, nor the 
size of the cities, nor the crops -- no, but the kind of man 
the country turns out. -Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
essayist (25 May 1803-1882) 

On the web, visit us at 

www.OnTheWildSide812.wordpress.com 

Community Calendar 
At the Coaldale Community Building / Historic Schoolhouse 
287 Hayden Creek Road, Coaldale, Colorado 
 
Saturday, June 10th, 7:00 pm:  Moors and McCumber in concert 
with Bruce Hayes!  Haunting lyrics, soaring harmonies, and 
dazzling instrumentals!  Tickets $15, For more information and 
RSVP bruce@brucehayes.com. 
 
Sunday, June 25th  2:00 pm:  Music Jam! Acoustic, any style, key, 
instrument - round robin jam session. Everyone is welcome--
singers, songwriters, instrumentalists, and listeners. This is a place 
to come together, meet people and start something! Contact 
Bruce at bbppww01@hotmail.com for more information. 
 
Wednesday, June 21st, 5-6:00 pm:  The Gardeners’ Market is 
happening every Wednesday from now on through the summer!  
Come join the intrepid gardeners who work long and hard to bring 
you tender, young plants, early greens, and wonderful baked 
goods and surprises!  Always a community event!   
 
Mondays:  9:00 – 10:30 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For 
more information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. 
 
Tuesdays:  9:00 – 10:00 am Pilates class for all levels.  Please 
arrive 5-10 minutes early.  Wear comfortable clothing, bring a 
mat & water.  Pilates focuses on engaging the mind with the 
body to create exercises that strengthen the core and involve the 
whole body.  $9.00 per class or 8 classes for $65.00.  For more 
information contact Kyanne at 942-3752 
 
Looking forward… 
 
Wednesday, July 5th, 7 pm:  The West Virginia duo of Jesse 
Milnes and Emily Miller perform country and old-time music, 
based around close harmonies and Milnes’ unique finger-picking 
style of guitar and old-time fiddling!  Light refreshments, Tickets 
$15, contact Bruce Warren to RSVP and for more information 
bbppww01@hotmail.com 

 

I should dearly love that the world should be ever so 
little better for my presence. Even on this small stage 
we have our two sides, and something might be done by 
throwing all one's weight on the scale of breadth, 
tolerance, charity, temperance, peace, and kindliness to 
man and beast. We can't all strike very big blows, 
and even the little ones count for something. -Arthur 
Conan Doyle, physician and writer (22 May 
1859-1930) 
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