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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
 
A purely western bird, Black-billed Magpies are very 
vocal members of the amazing, intelligent Corvid 
family, which also includes crows, ravens, jays, and 
nutcrackers.  An adult magpie is 18 – 24” long, much 
of which is its very long tail.  They are primarily black, 
with contrasting white across their backs (called the 
scapulars), white bellies, and stunningly iridescent 
metallic blue-green on their wings and tails (although 
it often just looks black unless the light is just right).  
The scientific name for the Black-billed Magpie is Pica 
hudsonia.  In Latin, “pica” means magpie.  But it is also 
the feminine version of “picus,” which means 
“woodpecker.”  So somehow, ancient Romans 
thought magpies were both female-like and 
woodpecker-esque.  (Okay, so no language is perfect.)  
The species name hudsonia refers to the northernmost 
boundary of the Black-billed Magpie’s historical 
range—Hudson Bay in northern Canada.  Some 
people think that the common name “magpie” comes 
from its typical vocalization:  a rising, nasal-sounding 
“Mag? Mag? Mag?”  But others say that the Latin 
“pica” evolved through Old French and Middle 
English to “pie” and both “pica” and “pie” were used 
to refer to magpies.  In Middle English, the nickname 
“Mag” was used to disparage supposedly female traits, 
especially idle chatter.  (“Magge tales” were tall tales 
or nonsense.)  Thus, this chattery bird’s name evolved 
from “pie” to “magge the pie” to today’s “magpie.” 
 
As with all members of the Corvid family, magpies 

are extremely smart.  In 2008, scientists in Germany 
found that individuals in a closely related species—the 
European Magpie—could recognize themselves in a 
mirror, showing at least a rudimentary sense of self.  
When a colored mark that could only be seen in a 
mirror was placed on a magpie, the bird regularly 
scratched and tried to preen that area when it looked 
in a mirror.  Once the bird had removed the mark, it 
stopped preening.  As a comparison, they then placed 
a black mark—which could not be seen in a mirror—
on the dark feathers and the birds didn’t bother those 
spots.  This study provided the first demonstration of 
self-awareness in a non-mammal species  
 

The magpie’s proclivity for pilfering and 
hiding things won it a place in theater history.  
It is the only bird species (at least that I know 
of) to be a pivotal character in a well-known 
opera—Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra (The 
Thieving Magpie).   
 
 
 

In that story, a servant girl is accused of stealing a 
silver spoon.  Just as she is about to face dire 
consequences, the spoon is discovered in the pet 
magpie’s nest.  So if you hear magpies out and 
about—hide your silver and any other shiny objects! 
 
To learn more about this species, check out this 
shortlink—http://wp.me/P16Ptu-13.  (When typing 
this into your browser, note that case matters; so be 
sure to type capitals just as they appear.) 
 
Conversations:  Speaking of Alpacas 
by Julia Michel 
 
Have you noticed that when people are doing what 
they love and loving what they do, they smile a lot?  
Linda Batt and Rus Hinman smile a lot.  They also 
have a passion for what they do and a small herd of 
happy animals to show for it.  Linda has been raising 
Alpacas for the past 16 years with Rus joining her in 
2006 to form Delphi Alpaca.  Along with the Alpacas, 
they have two guardian Great Pyrenees, Spark and 
Bela, who help care for and protect the herd as well as 
four felines to add to their menagerie of furry friends.   
 
The Alpacas are indeed interesting animals, looking 
like they walked out of a book by Doctor Seuss.  
Each one has a unique personality, piercing eyes, and 
a body covered with a lot of very soft, fine fleece.  
Besides being extremely interesting creatures, the 
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quality of their fleece is the main reason to raise 
Alpacas.  Rus and Linda are constantly striving to 
breed their Alpacas for the best quality, softest, 
crimpiest, finest fleece available today.  And they are 
succeeding, with numerous awards and ribbons from 
national shows.  In the long run, the better the quality 
of fleece the Alpacas have, the more they are valued 
and the better life they have.  The Alpacas at Delphi 
Alpaca have a very nice life.  The natural colors of the 
Alpacas’ fleece range from black to silver gray, to rose 
gray (which looks like a deep mahogany color).   
 
Some of the members of the Alpaca family at Delphi 
include Receta, (meaning “recipe” in Spanish); Gilda, 
her daughter; and Karmady, her granddaughter.  
Receta is 16 and one of their oldest Alpacas; she is 
now retired from breeding but still maintains her 
status as a queen of the herd.  She is a beautiful old 
silver gray female with intense ice-blue eyes who still 
dominates the herd with her strong presence.  One of 
her daughters, Gilda (named after Gilda Radner), is 7 
years old, also a beautiful silver gray queen who loves 
to play and has a great sense of humor.  Gilda’s baby 
daughter, Karmady is only 3 weeks old and is very 
sweet and fun-loving since her name means “finding 
humor and enlightenment in what the universe brings 
back to you.”  Linda and Rus consider themselves to 
be the luckiest people in the world and it appears that 
the Alpacas agree.  For more information, visit their 
website at www.delphialpacas.com. 
 

Community Calendar 
November 2010 
 
Remember to Vote November 2nd!  
 
At the Coaldale Community Building: 
Mondays:  8:45-10:15 am Yoga (all levels) or 10:30-11:45 
am (beginner/gentle) with Janet Engel, $8/class drop in.  
942-3980 for info.  Namaste. 
 
Tuesdays: 9:00 am Quilting and Fiber Arts, free and all are 
welcome.  Bring a sack lunch and whatever you are working on. 
 
Saturdays:  6:00-8:00 pm Hoof Beats Cowboy Church; free 
dinner followed by an informal service led by Jay DeMay.  All 
faiths are welcome.  Come for the dinner or the service or both.  
221-3803 for more info. 
 
November 17:  12:00-1:45 pm Christian Women’s 
Connection, A Harvest of Thanks – catered luncheon, 
music, speaker and special feature, all women are welcome.  
$8.00, Reservations 942-3147.  

In Cotopaxi at the Cotopaxi Store                                                                   
Thursdays:  6:00-8:00 pm Music jam, free and all are 
welcome.  Come play or listen! 
 
At the Pleasant Valley Health Center                    
Open Fridays 
 
At the Cotopaxi School Auditorium 
November 17:  5:30 pm Valley Wellness presentation on 
Back Pain featuring Robb Russell, PT .  Free and all 
are welcome, light refreshments provided.          
             
In Howard at Howard Hall  
November 5-6:  9:00 am-3:00 pm Christmas Bazaar & 
Bake Sale presented by Pleasant Valley Women’s Club.  
Lots of great stuff!  Come see! 
 
November 9:  12:00-1:00 pm Thanksgiving Meal 
Potluck and business meeting.  Bring a potluck dish to share, 
Men pay $5 donation to Pleasant Valley Club.  All are 
welcome! 
   
At Bill Tunstall’s                                             
Wednesdays:  6:00-8:00 pm Woodcarvers Club, all are 
welcome.  942-3325 or 942-4649 for info. 
 
At Mountain Valley Church Fellowship Hall 
November 25:  12:00-5:00 pm Community 
Thanksgiving Feast, all are welcome to come & enjoy a 
Thanksgiving meal, football & games 
 
 

Thank you!  The Coaldale Community Building 
Association would like to thank all the kind and generous 
people who donated goods and services for our annual chili 
dinner /auction fundraiser as well as everyone who came out to 
the event!  Please show your support to the following: 
 
Artpost Gallery, Beadsong, Boathouse Restaurant, Fringe, 
Fritz Restaurant, Monarch Mountain Ski Resort, 
Mountain Home Veterinary Clinic, Ron Carter Computer 
Consultation, Salida Mountain Sports, Salida Shoeman,  
Scott Engel Photography & Janet Engel Yoga, Su Casa!,  
Vital Living, YOLO. 
 

Special Announcement! 
 
November 16:  5:30 pm at the Cotopaxi School 
Cafeteria.  The public is invited to a Community 
Focus Group meeting to begin search for the 
next Superintendent of Cotopaxi Re-3 School 
District.  
 
Have a pleasant, grateful Thanksgiving! 
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