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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
When I first met my husband, he was an enumerator at a hawk watch.  
In the fall, day after day, a group of folks gathered to identify and count 
every bird of prey that migrated over the hawk watch ridge.  This man 
knew his raptors.  Songbirds, my area of interest, not so much.  In fact, 
he joked that the avian world contained only 2 groups— hawks and 
hawk food.  Period.  I’m happy to say he has come a long way since then, 
songbird-appreciation-wise.   
 
Thanks to him, I’ve also absorbed some basic information about hawks.  
For example, I am pretty sure when I’m looking at a Red-tailed Hawk.  
Well, at least a “typical” Red-tail—a big, stocky, short-tailed, dark-
headed hawk with a whitish chest and a reddish tail that often perches 
above the edge of a field or on a power pole.  The most common hawk 
in North America, Red-tail plumages can vary widely: All-black birds, 
birds showing deep rufous underparts, birds with brown upperparts and 
white chests creased by a ragged dark brown “belly band”—all might be 
Red-tails.  Regardless of other plumage, though, all adult Red-tails have 
some version of a reddish tail—and no other raptor you’re likely to see 
in Colorado has that.   (Beware.  Immature Red-tails display brown tails 
with narrow bands, just to keep you from getting cocky.)  Another good 
ID point comes with the light “scapulars” on folded wings that etch a 
very obvious V across the bird’ back.  I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve had to hold off on identifying a hawk on a power pole until I could 
see that gleaming V on its back.  Another fascinating characteristic can 
occur when the bird hunts.  A Red-tail can face into the wind, pull in its 
wings a bit, and stay suspended in the air—an aerial feat called “kiting” 
that will amaze you and positively identify the species.  Other hunting 
raptors hover, but none do it so motionlessly and effortlessly (even 
though the bird is actually making micro-movements with its wingtips).  
Seriously, it looks like a magic trick. 
 
One of the most widespread birds of prey in North America, the Red-
tailed Hawk breeds across the continent except for northern Alaska and 
Canada north of the tree line.  Its habitat preferences range widely.  
Farmland, grassland, open range, prairie, desert, and urban parks can all 
fit the bill.   Many people—including me—primarily spot these large 
hawks sitting in the open on a high, sturdy perch—utility poles, fence 
posts, signs, or large dead trees with sturdy branches.  As the third most 

widely recorded species for the recent Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas, 
Red-tailed Hawks inhabited more priority blocks than did any other bird 
of prey.  This astoundingly adaptable predator hunts a vast array of prey, 
including prairie dogs and other rodents, rabbits and hares, pheasants, 
quail, gopher snakes and rattlesnakes— even roadkill and  other carrion. 
 
In non-migratory birds such as many of those in Colorado, mated pairs 
remain together throughout the year. If you see a pair in close proximity, 
the plumages often will be similar, but the female will be notably larger 
than the male (as is true for most hawks).  Spectacular aerial displays, 
involving aerial circling and talon-grasping spins toward the ground, may 
help to maintain pair bonds both during and outside of breeding season. 
Red-tails typically lay their first eggs in mid- to late March.  Clutch size is 
usually 2–3 and the female typically lays an egg every other day.  
Incubation begins after the female lays the first egg.  Both parents share 
incubation, which lasts between 28 and 35 days; hatching occurs over 
2–4 days.  For the first 4 or 5 weeks, the male brings food, which the 
female tears into small pieces for the kids.  After that, the adults place 
prey in the nest for nestlings to rip apart on their own.  The youngsters 
typically leave the nest for the first time after 42–46 days but usually 
stay very near the nest for the first few days after fledging. The juveniles 
may remain in the immediate vicinity of the nest for 18–25 days 
although sustained flight is possible after about 2½ weeks post-fledging.  
 
The Red-tailed Hawk’s scientific name—Buteo jamaicensis—arises from 
the Latin word for a species of hawk (buteo) and for Jamaica 
(jamaicensis), where the nominate specimen was collected.  “Red-
tailed” refers, of course, to the adult’s red tail and “hawk” derives from 
the Anglo-Saxon word referring to this type of bird (hafoc). 
 
Historically, shooting and humans’ disturbing their nesting has posed 
the greatest threats to the species. More recently, though, lead 
poisoning, electrocution, and collisions with electrical structures and 
wind turbines have emerged as critical causes of mortality.  Yet even 
with such threats, along with the precipitous decline of some of their 
prey species (especially prairie dogs), Red-tails continue to thrive in 
Colorado and over most of their vast range.  The estimated global 
population of 2,000,000 is considered stable.  At least for now. 
 
So, next time you find yourself on a road trip through, say, South Park 
or on I-25 north of Colorado Springs, turn the occasional eye on the 
power poles and fence posts along the side of the highway.  Odds are 
you’ll spot a Red-tail or 2 even as you’re whizzing by.  (Later in November 
and through March, you might also see a Rough-legged Hawk now and 
then, since they move into Colorado for the winter.)  But beware of such 
low-tech distracted driving—keep those eyes on the road too! 

Coaldale Alliance Takes on Security Water 
District by Debbie Gaj                  
On a recent Wednesday evening, the Coaldale Community Building was 
packed to overflowing with local residents. But the draw wasn’t another 
entertaining schoolhouse concert, a yummy potluck or even a bountiful 
Gardeners’ Market. What attracted the large crowd was a community 
update on the CB Ranch water court filing.  
 
Two and a half years after the community was first informed of Security 
Water and Sanitation District’s purchase of the CB Ranch for its water 
rights, the District has filed a change of use (from agricultural to 
municipal). In order to have any standing in court, and hopefully a say in 
the transition process, the community (as well as any individuals 
impacted by the water diversion) needed to file a statement of 
opposition by October 31st.   San Isabel Land Protection Trust and 
Coaldale resident Kristie Nackord have been monitoring the situation 
from the beginning.  Once the change of water use was filed, a response 



needed to come quickly. Individual irrigators on Hayden Creek were 
informed and encouraged to file statements of opposition to protect 
their interests.   But how could the rest of the community make their 
voices heard? 
 
In response to the need for representation, a new community-based 
organization was essential.  With time at a premium, Kristie Nackord, 
Janet Engel, and Terry Andrews (now all directors on the board) met to 
perform a near miracle. Within a very short time, the Coaldale Alliance, 
a registered unincorporated public charity within the state of Colorado, 
was up and running.  This organization can act on behalf of our local 
citizenry as a voice and a legal entity in the entire process of the water 
diversion court proceedings. But obviously more was needed than an 
organization name, three directors, and a non-profit certificate. Hiring a 
knowledgeable water law attorney and filing in Water Court all take 
money.  One of the goals of the October meeting was to ascertain the 
amount of financial support the Alliance would receive from the 
community in order to proceed. The response was overwhelmingly 
positive. As of this writing, the Coaldale Alliance has almost seventy 
supporters (and would certainly welcome more). The official statement 
of opposition has been filed.  
 
What exactly is the Coaldale Alliance asking for in its filing? Sadly, the 
water sale is a done deal; we cannot fight its removal. But we do ask for 
a voice in how it is accomplished and what can be done to mitigate the 
effects on our community. We want to be sure that Security is not 
proposing to remove more water than it is entitled to. Fortunately our 
co-objectors will be prioritizing this goal as well. We want to hold them 
to a higher standard of revegetation and erosion control than required 
by state statutes. How sad it would be to see our lovely fertile fields turn 
into gigantic swaths of blowing tumbleweed. Allowing the ranch to stay 
in agricultural use for as long as possible is another stated goal, as is 
preserving the ranch for wildlife habitat and open space instead of 
eventually selling it off for high-density housing. 
 
What happens now? Whenever an entity, such as the Security Water 
District, files for a change of water use, they must prove in water court 
that the request would not harm others’ water rights.  This is where we 
can find strength in numbers. While we here in Coaldale may feel like 
one small voice crying in the wilderness, many other individuals and 
organizations have a vested interest in Security’s plans for that water on 
the CB Ranch as well.  Up and down the Arkansas, which is the most 
over-appropriated river in Colorado, any new diversions are eyed with 
trepidation. 
 
Only twice since records have been kept has the Arkansas been a free 
river – meaning all of the water rights along it have been met.  So 
understandably, local water districts, large irrigators, small towns, and 
big communities all along the way are concerned when someone else 
may end up getting more than their share. Some of these entities, 
including the State Engineers Office, will produce opposition filings that 
include professional engineering studies to dispute amounts of return 
flow and storage capacity, thus saving our little organization from that 
financial outlay. Since the Alliance has officially filed, it has access to all 
of this documentation. 
 
The Security Water District included a proposed decree with their filing.  
The next stage becomes a bargaining give-and-take as the objectors 
suggest changes to the decree. The Water District will then file a 
stipulated (revised) decree addressing the objections. If everyone is in 
agreement with the outcome of the bargaining, the objectors can 
stipulate out of the case and it is done. Lacking an acceptable resolution, 
the next step would be negotiations and, beyond that, a trial (not 
desirable to any party). Each of these steps would require additional 

fees, so obviously we all hope to conclude as quickly as possible. Stay 
tuned for updates.  
 
The attendance at the October CB Ranch meeting offered a lot of 
encouragement. It was genuinely moving to see a community that has 
been so tested and exhausted by fire and flood this year still have the 
heart to come together and continue the fight for this small piece of 
paradise that we call home.  
  
If you would like to join the Coaldale Alliance, your support is always 
welcome.  There is definite power in a show of support from the 
community. You do not have to be a resident of Coaldale nor make a 
financial contribution to become a member.   Members will receive 
updates and have the chance to provide input towards future actions.  
To join the Alliance please contact Kristie Nackord at 
coaldalealliance@gmail.com 
 
Donations are always greatly appreciated and are tax-deductible. Make 
checks out San Isabel Land Protection Trust (SILPT) and be sure to write 
“COALDALE” on the note line. Mail to: Coaldale Alliance, PO Box 155, 
Coaldale CO 81222.  .   

Community Calendar 
At the Coaldale Community Building 
 
Mondays:  9:00 – 10:30 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For more 
information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. 
 
Mondays:  afternoon… Piano lessons!  It’s never too late to begin!  
Contact Cody Alexander at calex4343@gmail.com for more 
information! 
 
Tuesdays:  9:00 – 10:00 am Pilates class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  Wear 
comfortable clothing, bring a mat & water.  Pilates focuses on engaging 
the mind with the body to create exercises that strengthen the core 
and involve the whole body.  $9.00 per class or 8 classes for $65.00.  
For more information contact Kyanne at 942-3752.   
 
Fridays:  9:00 – 10:15 am Creative Vinyasa Flow Yoga.  Come explore all 
that is you in this fun and playful yoga class!  Learn how to become 
more open, present, and embodied on and off the mat. Practice will 
include meditation, asanas, and breathing exercises. Classes are FREE! 
Donations will be accepted, but not expected. For more information 
contact Brook at 942-3654. 

 
children are like bubbles 

they're here and then they're gone 

we need these gifts from God though 

they help us carry on 

 

what should a child be 

I say anything at all 

what they shouldn't be is ridiculed 

they should always stand up tall 

 

if you should ever have children 

hold them each close to your heart 

love them like there's no tomorrow 

because you don't know when you'll part 

 

Gene Clover 

mailto:coaldalealliance@gmail.com
mailto:calex4343@gmail.com

