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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
I have a confession to make.  Pinyon Jays drive me crazy.  I know, I 
know.  All species are important.  Each one fills a special and critical 
niche.  Our precious pinyon pines depend on Pinyon Jays for replanting.  
I can recite the whole spiel, chapter and verse.  But still—Pinyon Jays 
drive me crazy.  I hear their maniacal calls slicing through the air and I 
grit my teeth.  Our area can be visited—nay, invaded—by massive 
Pinyon Jay flocks during some, but not all, late summers and early falls.  
Good luck keeping your sunflower seed feeders stocked.  This fall, 
we’ve had just a moderate invasion in our area, with flocks at our house 
numbering in the scores.  In 2010, we had huge flocks of noisy, 
boisterous, jostling juvenile Pinyon Jays at our feeders for 16 weeks 
straight—16 WEEKS!!!  One day, we counted more than 125 individuals 
covering the ground, hanging from the trees, peering in the windows, 
casing the joint…  We took down all but the smallest of our feeders.  
And even then, when these blue-gray hordes descended, I took in those 
feeders until the crowd departed.  I never knew why they’d come and I 
never knew why they’d leave.  No use trying to shoo them away or 
chase them out of the trees.  They’d just utter those maniacal, mocking, 
laughing calls.   
 
As I said, Pinyon Jays drive me crazy.  
 
However, Pinyon Jays are often a much-sought-after species by birders, 
since they are true habitat specialists.  Living predominantly in 
pinyon/juniper habitats in the Great Basin region of the west, this jay 
looks more like a small blue-gray crow than it does other jay species.  
Crestless, unlike the deep-blue Steller’s Jay, and smaller than the 
resident Western Scrub-Jay in our area, it has a long, sturdy beak, a 
slender body, and a very short tail (especially compared to the Scrub-
Jays).  Males and females look very similar:  Except for a lighter throat 
and a slightly darker blue head on the males, the bird sports a uniform 
dusty blue-gray color. 
 
Appropriately named, the Pinyon Jay’s diet relies heavily on pinyon pine 
seeds and its distribution reflects the extent of pinyon/juniper habitat.  
At the edges of their range, where pinyons tend to be more scarce, they 
also use juniper habitat, consuming juniper berries in lieu of pinyon 
seeds.  In Colorado, Pinyon Jays live southwest of a diagonal line 
stretching from the northwest to the southeast corner of the state, with 
the greatest densities found at altitudes between 5,000 and 8,000 feet.     
 
Pinyon Jays and pinyon pines have evolved as co-dependents.  In 
summers of plenty, the jays harvest tremendous quantities of pinyon 
seeds and cache them in the ground.  The jays have an amazing ability 

to remember and recover the vast majority of these seeds, but they 
always miss a few.  Hence, new pinyon pine sprouts get a chance to 
develop in a different area.   But in addition to a heavy dependence on 
pinyon seeds, Pinyon Jays also eat seeds of other pines, wild berries and 
small fruits, nuts, waste grains and cultivated seeds (such as the 
sunflower seeds in feeders), arthropods such as insects and spiders, 
lizards, and bird eggs and nestlings.  Pinyon Jays don’t typically migrate 
from their often-large territories, but they can travel far and wide—
sometimes hundreds of miles—if the pinyon crop in their territory fails. 
 
As is true for many of the Corvid family (all jays as well as crows and 
ravens), Pinyon Jay pairs often maintain bonds throughout the year.  As 
a result, they can begin nesting as early as February—one of the earliest 
nesting songbird species in the U.S.  Both parents help to construct the 
nest—naturally, typically in a pinyon pine and often on the south side of 
a tree to catch the winter sun.  These stunningly gregarious birds nest in 
colonies containing several dozen pairs.  A typical clutch of 3 – 5 eggs 
hatches in 16 or 17 days; both adults feed the nestlings, who then 
fledge after about 3 weeks.  Young fledglings from various nests gather 
in “crèches,” where they wait for food from their parents.  As the flying 
skills of the young birds improve, these crèches begin to move as a vast, 
noisy, rowdy, ravenous flock.  Since juvenile birds are grayer than the 
adults, you can identify such a crèche by the preponderance of grayish 
birds.  Most individuals spend their entire lives in the flock into which 
they were born.  The few that emigrate—most often, 1st-year females—
usually just move to neighboring flocks.   
 
The scientific name of the Pinyon Jay is Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus.  
As the sole member of its genus, the genus name means “naked beak” 
(from Greek gymnos, naked, and rino, nostrils), referring to its large 
exposed nostrils.  The species name refers to the slightly darker blue 
head most obvious on the male, (kyanos, dark blue, and kephale, head).  
The precise origin of the common name “jay” is uncertain, but 
onomatopoeia of the call (especially for the call of a Blue Jay) is oft-
cited as one possibility.   
 
This year, our area has had a much smaller invasion of Pinyon Jays, 
especially compared to the onslaught of 2010 that began in late August.  
And most years, you might hear a few calls as small groups check out 
the pinyon pines in our area.  But for me, just one bird uttering a call, 
even from far away, brings back memories of the onslaught of the fall 
of 2010.  Seriously—Pinyon Jays drive me crazy.  
 
For more information and to hear a clip of that mind-numbing, angst-
provoking call, click here.   
 
A couple of notes as we transition into fall and winter—as one of our 
readers commented, it’s best to bring any bird feeders indoors at dusk 
until the cold hits and the bears hibernate.  Hungry bears will be happy 
to devour the bird seed (along with your feeders)—and a habituated 
bear is most likely a dead bear.  Also, consider leaving your 
hummingbird feeders up until 2 weeks after you’ve seen the last 
hummer.  The presence of feeders this time of year will not deter 
hummingbirds from migrating.  But feeders can help those late 
stragglers—often this year’s newest hummingbirds—with an energy-
packed meal during a time when other sources of nectar and insects are 
waning.  I also increase the sugar content of the sugar water I put out 
this time of year—from 1 cup of sugar in 4 cups of water to 1 cup of 
sugar in 3 cups of water.  I figure every little bit helps. 
__________________________________________________________ 

Building a Dream by Debbie Gaj                                        
The extent of my childhood dollhouse experience was limited. I had the 
standard-issue factory-made metal contraption.  I used to place my 
little turtle Bozo inside until he planned his great, albeit slow, escape to 
parts unknown.  I also begged for the must-have Barbie Dream House, 
resplendent with cardboard furniture, cardboard throw pillows, and 
little cardboard record albums. So when Bill Tunstall of Howard told me 
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he was preparing to work on his own original “dream” doll house, 45 
years in the planning, he piqued my curiosity. 
 
Researching the Howard community website, Bill’s name popped up as 
a contact person for the Pleasant Valley Carving Club.  Having had a 
recent experience with some entry-level carving, I was enthusiastic 
about the topic. Bill has done elaborate spoon carvings as well as 
custom Santas. Some of his creations were sold at craft shows, and 
others were given away. Many still hang on the walls and adorn the 
shelves of his small log cabin home.  Bill told me that the carving club 
had been on hiatus but had plans to start up again soon. His additional 
comment that he built dollhouses got me hooked. 
 
I was excited to see what a true craftsman could do. Bill starts with kits 
but customizes them with amazing details like screened windows, lit 
candles, and closets. Miniature furniture completes the feeling of being 
transported into a Lilliputian world. Bill’s hobby has been made easier 
thanks to some serendipitous circumstances.  He acquired a world-class 
model maker’s entire stock of tools and materials when she relocated 
from New Mexico as well as inventory from a doll store closing in New 
Jersey.  
 
Bill has bailed many overwhelmed fathers out of a fix by taking over 
their failed attempts with kits from Hobby Lobby and Michaels. Many of 
his previous efforts have gone to children who now display them as 
family treasures in their adult homes.  
 
But the culmination of his craft will be a design he has carried and 
revised in his head for 45 years. This Victorian mansion will dwarf all of 
the preceding models, standing 6 feet tall, stretching 8 feet long and 4 
feet wide.  While previous doll houses have been detailed in drawings 
and plans prior to building, Bill has not been able to get this dream of 
his on paper. It is all in his head and will be transferred directly to the 
creation.   
 
With the base completed, he will begin with the first floor and then 
work on the roof.  Features will be running water in the kitchens and 
bathrooms, a working metal elevator, dumb waiter, and laundry chute.  
There will be winter and summer kitchens, as was the standard in 
upscale Victorian homes.  The goal is for it to be a display that cannot 
be taken in all at once. Every look will reveal a new feature and detail to 
the observer’s eye.  
 
Mr. Tunstall describes this venture as a labor of love. He says that 
crafting dollhouses is good for the soul, something that leaves him 
totally engrossed.  He can work without eating or sleeping while in the 
middle of a project. His hope is to donate the finished model to a local 
museum. 
 
As a newcomer to the valley, I was not aware of Bill’s other illustrious 
accomplishments when I first contacted him for an interview. Thanks to 
his collection of years of newspaper clippings and magazine articles, I 
learned a lot about his contributions to the community.  Bill and his late 
wife Sandy were owners of Sugarbush Resort when they organized the 
first of many Howard Chili Cook-offs. Full-time residents here since 
1983, the Tunstalls participated in many local events over the years.    
 
Bill’s amazing collection of model trains, another hobby he excelled in, 
had been displayed in area restaurants. The sheer magnitude of his 
train collection earned him a cover article in a 1978 Sunday newspaper 
magazine supplement.  
 
Most hobbyists are lucky enough to fit in the time for one activity that 
truly inspires them.  Bill Tunstall has managed to engage and excel in 
three – trains, woodcarving, and dollhouses.  I am looking forward to 
checking in on Bill from time to time to see how his dream house is 
progressing. Judging by the detail and love he puts into all his interests, 
I am prepared to be amazed. 

Community Calendar 
At the Coaldale Community Building 
 
Mondays:  8:45 – 10:15 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For more 
information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. (No classes on October 8th 
and the 15th.) 
 
Every Wednesday, 5 - 7 pm:  Game Night!  Come play Ping-Pong, 
Mexican Train, Dominos, Aggravation, and more… or bring your own 
game of choice!  (Or just come and socialize!)  Healthy snacks and 
decadent desserts available.  Contact Doug at 942-4595 for more 
information.   
 
October 27th, 5 - ??pm:  Annual Chili Dinner and Auction to benefit the 
CCBA!  All-you-can-eat chili, corn bread, sides, salad, and desserts for 
$10 adults and kids eat free!  Dinner is at 5 pm, auction starts at 6 pm.  
Many generous local merchants and individuals donate great items to 
keep the historic schoolhouse standing and in good repair.  Come 
support a worthy cause in your community!  Contact Suzanne at 942-
3695 for more information.  Hope to see you! 
 
In Cotopaxi at the Pleasant Valley Health Center  
Open Fridays or for more information see www.pvhcpaxi.org 
 
In Salida – Yoga Classes with Chanda Klco chanda.klco@gmail.com  
Ongoing Classes at YogaTonic  
Monday, 10:30am – 11:45am Amrit Method Basics (YogaTonic) 
5:30pm – 6:45pm Amrit Method All Levels Practice (YogaTonic) 
Tuesday, 4:30pm – 5:30pm Yoga Nidra (YogaTonic)  
__________________________________________________________ 

From the Fremont County Commissioners 
Colorado residents have only a matter of days left to register to vote in 
this November’s General Election.   Fremont County Clerk and Recorder 
Katie Barr reminds citizens that Tuesday, October 9th, is the deadline for 
voter registration.    
__________________________________________________________ 
The Fremont County Commissioners will consider renewal of licenses 
for all ambulance services in the county at their October 9th regular 
meeting at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioner Ed Norden says that western 
Fremont County residents who have called the Commissioners in recent 
weeks concerned about operations of Arkansas Valley Ambulance 
should attend the licensing meeting to ask any questions or raise their 
concerns at that time. 
__________________________________________________________ 
The Fremont County Board of Commissioners is accepting letters of 
interest from citizens willing to serve on the Fremont County Airport 
Advisory Committee.    Anyone interested in serving on the Airport 
Advisory Committee should submit a letter explaining your interest in 
aviation, familiarity with operations and issues at the Fremont County 
Airport, and any other details on your background.    All letters should 
be mailed, e-mailed, or submitted in person no later than 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, October 8th, to the Fremont County Commissioners Office, 
Room #106, 615 Macon Avenue in Cañon City. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
This newsletter is made possible by the Coaldale Community Building 
Association.  If you like what you read you can help by making a 
donation to the CCBA, PO Box 15, Coaldale, CO  81222. 
 
www.OnTheWildSide812.wordpress.com 
 
To include your event in our calendar and for all other comments and 
correspondence, contact us at InTheValley812@yahoo.com 
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