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On the Wild Side by Tina Mitchell 
Birders have been known to keep all sorts of birding lists:  species 
ever seen; species seen this year; seen in this state, this county, 
this park, this yard.  They even keep lists such as “birds I’ve ID’d on 
television,” “birds I’ve seen sitting on a wire,” or “birds I’ve found 
dead in my yard.”  (Some birders are darker than others.)  I keep 
just 2 lists:  birds I’ve seen or heard on my property and birds I’ve 
seen or heard anywhere, any time (referred to as a “life list”).  As 
those totals grow, it gets harder to add a new species to either list.  
But one recent day in July, both totals increased by one and I didn’t 
even get off the couch.  Score! 
 
The American Ornithologists’ Union is the organization regarded 
by both scientists and recreational birders as the authority on 
North American bird taxonomy.  That day in July, they announced 
a split of the Western Scrub-Jay species into 2 separate species:  
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, the familiar scrub-jay of western and 
southern Colorado, and California Scrub-Jay. 
 
I wrote about Colorado’s Western Scrub-Jays (now Woodhouse’s 
Scrub-Jay) in October 2013, so you can find general information in 
that issue:   
https://wordpress.com/posts/onthewildside812.wordpress.com/
in-the-valley_newsletters/. Here, let’s consider the differences 
between these two new species.  Geographic distribution provides 
one of the easiest clues.  Woodhouse’s range from the Great Basin 
and the Rocky Mountains to the Chihuahuan Desert.  California 
Scrub-Jays principally inhabit coastal regions from Washington to 
Baja California and reach up the western slope of the Sierra 
Nevada.  (The two species do overlap in a small part of western 
Nevada, so look carefully there!) 
 
Appearances differ as well, but the distinctions are rather subtle.  
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jays are a paler blue overall and usually lack 
the distinctive blue stripe stretching from their backs nearly to 
their chests, a “collar” of sorts, found on their California relatives.  
California Scrub-Jays sport a more vibrant, deep blue, plumage 
with that prominent collar.  California Scrub-Jays’ inhabit oak 
woodlands, which provides a consistent supply of acorns.  These 
birds have evolved heavier, hooked, beaks that can demolish 
those tough shells.  Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jays live where pinyon 

pines and junipers offer the most reliable source of food.  
Woodhouse’s have narrower beaks, presumably due to the birds’ 
need to extract smaller, more delicate, pinyon nuts from their 
cones. 
 
The California Scrub-Jay kept the Western Scrub-Jay’s original 
scientific name of Aphelocoma californica while Woodhouse’s 
Scrub-Jay became Aphelocoma woodhouseii.  The shared genus 
name refers to the lack of a crest, such as that found on a Steller’s 
or Blue Jay.  Aphelocoma means “smooth hair,” from the Greek 
apheles (“smooth”) and kome (“hair of the head”).  The 
California’s species name (californica) denotes that the bird was 
first documented in—wait for it!—California.  Both the species and 
common names of Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay honor Samuel 
Washington Woodhouse, a 19th-century physician and naturalist 
who accompanied Captain Lorenzo Sitgreaves on an expedition 
from San Antonio to San Diego.  “Scrub-Jay” arises from both 
species’ frequenting scrub-like habitats, pinyon-juniper scrub for 
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay and coastal and oak scrub for California 
Scrub-Jay. 
 
The scrub-jay genus has evolved throughout the years.  In 1998, 
the Island Scrub-Jay (found only on California’s Santa Cruz Island) 
and the Florida Scrub-Jay were split off as distinct species.  
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay has also long been considered quite 
distinct from its more California cousin, and scientists unofficially 
used “Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay” for this group as early as the 
1940s. However, this most recent change is unlikely to be the final 
word on this genus, if there ever is a final word in avian taxonomy.  
Some scientists believe another deserving split involves two 
subspecies still in the woodhouseii species.  Stay tuned. 
 
Have you seen any scrub-jays in Colorado?  (You’d practically have 
to wander around central Colorado with your eyes shut and your 
ears plugged to miss them.)  Tick off Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay on 
whatever list you keep.  Have you been visited by a noisy “camp 
robber” scrub-jay in Yosemite National Park or while traveling 
around the coast of California?  California Scrub-Jay—check!  And 
if you answered “yes” to both of these questions, your total also 
just increased by one without your ever leaving the house.  
Congratulations! 
 
And some people say birding is hard work… 
 
To see photo comparisons and learn more about this split, look 
here:  http://wp.me/P16Ptu-mX. 

Barnes City by Mike Rosso 
The small mining town of Barnes City, formerly located off Hayden 
Creek Road near Coaldale, was reportedly named for an 
Englishman named Noah E. Barnes who came to the U.S. to strike 
it rich. He brought with him his wife and three grown children, one 
of whom, S.F.E. Barnes, was married at the property in 1904 and 
served as treasurer for his father’s corporation. 
 
Barnes formed the Montezuma Gold Mining and Milling 
Corporation in June, 1901 with a partner, George Melville 
Boynton. They intended to purchase 26 mining claims known as 
the Montezuma Group of Mining Claims in the Hayden Creek 
Mining District. Rumor has it that Mr. Barnes and several partners 
salted a nearby mine with high-grade ore from mines in 
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Cripple Creek in order to obtain money from rich English investors. 
Tax records confirm later financial problems for the corporation. 
He was eventually caught, and spent many years in the Colorado 
State Penitentiary in Cañon City, and is thought to have died there, 
according to research done by the late Coaldale resident Bill Parks. 
Another rumor has Noah Barnes moving to California to start a 
similar “venture.” 
  
A salted mine is one in which worthless or low-grade ore was shot 
with a wad of high-grade ore to give the false impression of a rich 
ore body. The rich ore was supposedly loaded into a shotgun by 
Barnes and fired into the ore body. 
 
Some reports say the town may have had as many as 300 
structures at its peak and was promoted by Barnes as a resort area 
with a dance hall, picnic areas and horse races, and was a popular 
spot for miners, cowboys and locals to celebrate Independence 
Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Parks recalled the town looking similar to what it did in the 
photo above when he was in grade school in the 1930s, and that 
many residents of Coaldale just took the buildings without 
permission after Mr. Barnes left. He recalled his own father, Finis 
Parks, putting a cabin on skids consisting of two long poles, and 
dragging it all the way to the Kiernan Ranch in Coaldale with a 
team of “stout horses.” That cabin was used for many years at the 
Kiernan Ranch (also, known as the “Parks place” because Finis had 
rented it for nearly 50 years. It was torn down in January, 2000 by 
new owners). The teacherage next to the old Coaldale 
Schoolhouse supposedly came from Barnes City. 
 
What remains now on the property are stone retaining walls, a 
cement porch, stone cellar, a dam for a small pond, a cistern on 
hill, lots of broken glass, nails and tin cans; however all are on 
private property. 
 
Thanks to the heroic efforts of fire crews, the Hayden Pass Fire did 
not reach Barnes City.  – By Mike Rosso, with help from Barb 
Snyder and the late Bill Parks.  (This article was originally published 
in the August 2016 issue of Colorado Central magazine.) 

 

Community Calendar 
At the Coaldale Community Building 
 
Saturday, September 10th, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm:  Reiki - Level one, 
all day class in the art of healing hands (Usui, Holy Fire). Cost is 
$108.  For more information visit rockymountainreiki.com and to 
sign up for the class, contact rose@rockymountainreiki.com. 
 
Saturday, September 24th, 5:00 pm:       A Community Thank You 
Celebration!  While most of us may want to put the stress and 
upheaval of the Hayden Pass Fire behind us, we will never forget 
the amazing outpouring of love and support from the 
community.  To honor all those who offered their time, money, 
homes, hugs, and prayers, the Coaldale community is having a 
“Thank You” pot luck dinner!  For more information or to let us 
know what food you will be bringing to share, contact Debbie at 
942-3067. 
 
Mondays:  9:00 – 10:30 am Yoga class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  For 
more information contact Janet Engel, 942-3980. 
 
Mondays:  afternoon… Piano lessons!  It’s never too late to begin!  
Contact Cody Alexander at calex4343@gmail.com for more 
information! 
 
Tuesdays:  9:00 – 10:00 am Pilates class for all levels.  Beginners 
welcome!  Please arrive 5-10 minutes early to get settled.  Wear 
comfortable clothing, bring a mat & water.  Pilates focuses on 
engaging the mind with the body to create exercises that 
strengthen the core and involve the whole body.  $9.00 per class 
or 8 classes for $65.00.  For more information contact Kyanne at 
942-3752. 
 
Wednesdays:  5:30 – 6:30 pm.  The Gardeners’ Market is 
happening!  Come join the intrepid gardeners who work long and 
hard to bring you tender, young plants, early greens, and 
wonderful baked goods and surprises!  Always a community 
event!   
 
Fridays:  9:00 – 10:15 am Creative Vinyasa Flow Yoga.  Come 
explore all that is you in this fun and playful yoga class!  Learn how 
to become more open, present, and embodied on and off the mat. 
Practice will include meditation, asanas, and breathing exercises. 
Classes are FREE! Donations will be accepted, but not expected. 
For more information contact Brook at 942-3654. 

Just ask, just ask! says the dew, and rolls away. 
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On the web, visit us at 

www.OnTheWildSide812.wordpress.com 
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